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Issue 74 Winter 2010
A communications link between you and your government, this publication intends to keep you informed about the “happenings” in your town.
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Nags Head: 2010 and Beyond
It’s been a challenging winter in Nags Head as we start a new 
decade. I appreciate the trust of  our voters in electing me 
as mayor, and I welcome Renée Cahoon back to our board. 
Our board benefi ts from her experience, and all of  our board 
members will work together for the best interest of  Nags 
Head. That doesn’t mean we always agree on the best decisions 
for our future, but we will discuss our issues as a board, and 
move forward. Sometimes the discussion gets heated, and it can be a little bruising, but that’s 
the nature of  open democratic discussion.

Our response to the erosion on our coast is once more at the top of  our priorities. Our town has invested 
nearly $1 million dollars, and about 5 years, in the pursuit of  federal and state permits. We are months away 
from receiving permits (this is a short time in the world of  regulatory permitting), and have made much 
progress in responding to the concerns raised by permitting agencies. We have proposed a funding plan to 
Dare County and we’re presenting it to other towns, requesting their support. In the plan, we are proposing a 
1% increase in the occupancy tax as a funding mechanism for a revenue bond to fund nourishment projects. 
Nags Head wishes to use a signifi cant portion of  the funds that have already been collected by the existing 
1% occupancy tax that is designated for shoreline mitigation to fund 10 miles of  the original 13 mile project. 
(There is more detail than you can imagine on the Town website under Beach Nourishment). We are hopeful 
that we can join forces with Kill Devil Hills to achieve economies of  scale.

The Town has declared over 25 homes as nuisance structures in the past 6 months. We are working with 
the property owners to remove the homes from the public beach, along with the septic tanks and sandbags 
that still litter our beach. The legal process is 
slow and deliberate, as it should be when the 
government is asking to remove someone’s 
home. But the community has a right to a 
public beach that is not blocked by condemned 
homes, and I believe that ultimately, our legal 
system will agree. The length of  this process, 
however, is another factor pointing toward 
beach nourishment as a better solution for our 
community than retreat.   
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i Didn’t Know That Was 
Recyclable! -  

“I see the chasing arrows, but I just 
don’t know what to do with my (insert 
product here).”

It’s a common dilemma, especially for 
those items that don’t operate under a 
clear-cut recycling plan, such as plastic 
water bottles. Tack on a “hazardous” 
label and disposal laws, and you’ve got 
yourself  a recycling conundrum.

While we can’t investigate every item 
in your home (because that would 
take years), we thought we’d give you 
a rundown on some common items 
our readers ask us about daily. As an 
added bonus, we’ve thrown in some 
oddities for your entertainment.

Paint
Oftentimes our latest paint projects 
leave us with half-empty cans. Instead 
of  piling them in the garage, recycle 
old latex paint into brand new 
recycled paint. Manufacturers can mix 
together paint from different cans and 
produce new product that is often 

cheaper than virgin paint. 

But this process is only available 
for latex paint, as oil-based paint is 
disposed of  with other household 
hazardous waste (HHW). While you’re 
at the municipal HHW facility, look 
for a swap shop, where you can pick 
up used items (like paint) for free.

But what about the actual can itself ? 
If  you’ve used all the paint inside and 
can remove any residue with paint 
thinner, you can likely recycle them 
with other steel cans (assuming they 
are metal). (From Nags Head Public 
Works-you can also soak up a small 
residue of  paint with kitty litter, then 
throw the can in the trash.)

Reducing your painter’s footprint 
starts in the store. Look for low-VOC 
and lead-free paints.

“Dirty” Containers
One of  the most common questions 
we hear is about recycling “dirty” 

containers. Are those beer bottles 
with lime wedges inside recyclable? 
Does that last bit of  peanut butter 
need to be removed from the jar 
before recycled?

Though it is best to avoid as many 
organic contaminants as possible, 
that lime wedge or last bit of  peanut 
butter won’t ruin the recycling batch. 
Getting the containers as clean as 
possible is always best, but wasting 
water in doing so isn’t helping either.

Glass, metal and plastic are all 
recycled in an extreme heat process, 
causing the incineration of  small 
organic materials. Paper, on the 
other hand, is recycled in a water-
based process, meaning the organic 
materials (mainly greases and oils) 
cause contamination to the recycling 

Continued on page 5

Any type of  battery that contains metal is 

recyclable. 

It will be a diffi cult budget year in 
Nags Head, as in many towns across 
the country. We’ve trimmed our 
budget over the previous years, and 
used fund balance (our savings) to 
avoid a tax increase. We will continue 
to closely examine expenses, but there 
is concern and lots of  discussion 
about dipping into our savings again 

in future years versus a small increase 
in property tax.  
There was a tremendous response to 
our call for volunteers on the Beach 
Road and Beach Plan committees. 
The Beach Road group will discuss 
two previous studies on the area, and 
consider different possible futures 
for the Beach Road community. 

The Beach Plan group will consider 
our possible futures in response to 
erosion, and look at alternatives. 
Thanks to all of  our citizens who 
have offered their time and energy – I 
look forward to our fi rst meeting on 
Saturday March 6. Please, it’s never 
too late to participate.  
Mayor Bob Oakes     

Message from Town Hall
Continued from page 1
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Fire Inspections - Working Together for a Fire Safe Communit y 
from Nags Head Fire & Rescue

The Nags Head Commercial 
Fire Inspection program is 
currently underway. Fire crews 
are touring commercial facilities 
in search of  fi re hazards, and 
answering questions about 
creating a safe environment for 
building occupants. Through 
our collaborative fi re prevention 
efforts, we can improve life safety 
performance and reduce property 
loss from uncontrolled fi re. Below 
is a list of  fi re inspection items 
typically evaluated by fi re code 
offi cials during a site visit.

Exits
• Doors and aisles are not 

obstructed.
• Proper locks are installed on 

exit doors.
• Exit doors open easily.
• Illuminated exit signs are 

maintained in working order.
• Required fi re apparatus access 

roads around building are 
maintained.

• Doors with panic hardware 
have no other locking devices.

Extinguishers/Fire Protection 
Equipment

• Fire extinguishers are serviced 
within the past year and a new 
tag is attached.

• Kitchen hood extinguishing 
systems shall have a 6-month 
service check completed. 
Hoods must be free of  all 
grease accumulation.

• Fire alarm system is in proper 
working order and is being 
serviced annually.

• Fire sprinkler system is in 
proper working order and is 
being serviced annually. 

•  An 18” clearance exists 
between storage and sprinkler 
head defl ector plate and 24” 
clearance exists between storage 
and ceiling.

• A 90-minute emergency 
lighting test is completed and 
documented annually.

Electrical
• Ensure no extension cords are 

used in place of  permanent 
wiring.

• Discard any spliced or frayed 
cords/wires.

• Repair broken or faulty 
switches/outlets.

• Repair missing/broken 
electrical cover plates.

• Ensure electrical panel is not 
overloaded/obstructed.

• Circuit breakers are labeled with 
use.

• No multi-plug adapters are in 
use, other than approved power 
strips (surge protectors)

• Electrical cords do not extend 
through walls, ceilings, fl oors, 
under doors, or fl oor coverings.

Storage/Combustible Material/
Housekeeping

• No combustible material is 

being stored near ignition 
sources. 

• No propane is being stored in 
building.

• All fl ammable liquids are 
properly stored in safety cans.

• No Smoking signs are installed 
as required.

• Combustible waste is being 
removed from facility.

• All compressed gas cylinders 
are secured.

Our goal, as well as yours, is 
to maintain fi re and life-safety 
environment for you and your 
patrons. contact Nags Head Fire 
and Rescue at 252-441-5909 for 
more information.. 

During fi re inspections of  commercial 
properties, Nags Head Fire personnel 
will check to see if  fi re extinguishers have 
been serviced in the past year and if  a 
new tag is attached.
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Even though it is cold, don’t forget your dog still 
needs exercise.  If  you are going for a walk with 
your pet, remember they should be leashed at all 
times.  

Don’t Forget Your Animals This Winter - 
Message From Nags Head Animal Control

Now that winter is in full force, 
don’t forget about our four legged 
friends.  If  you are cold, most likely 
your pet is as well.  Regardless, an 
extra blanket or bed outside is not 
going to be turned down by our 
furry friends.  Also if  your pet is 
outside, remember to change their 
water frequently so that it doesn’t 
become a frozen popsicle!  

Even though it is cold, don’t forget 
your dog still needs exercise.  If  you 
are going for a walk with your pet, 
remember they should be leashed at 

all times.  This is not only for your 
protection, but for the safety of  
your animal.  Leashes allow owners 
to maintain control of  dogs and 
keep animals away from roads or 
dangerous locations.   In addition, 
if  you’re going out with your dog, 
keep plastic bags handy.  Picking 
up poop is not only responsible 
pet ownership, but an enforceable 
town code.  

If  you have questions, please 
contact the Police Department at 252-441-6386.

My name is Kevin Brinkley and I 
have been serving as Police Chief  
for the Town of  Nags Head since 
September of  2009. Some of  you 
may already know me as I’ve been 
working here since 1990.  

Communication between the Police 
Department and Nags Head’s 
property owners, citizens, and 
visitors is critical. The exchange of  
information between police and 
the public enhances crime fi ghting 
efforts.

Therefore, we are initiating an 
email-based program that will 
provide public safety information 
and advisories. The Nags Head 
Community Information Exchange 

will provide participants with 
current crime advisories, crime 
prevention tips, and general public 
safety news.  

Some of  you may already know 
that we have experienced a 
number of  home burglaries over 
the last fi ve months. We have 
also received multiple reports of  
vehicle break ins. Most of  these 
cases involve suspect(s) entering 
unlocked vehicles and removing 
items of  value such as money, 
jewelry, electronic equipment, and 
fi rearms. Our detectives continue 
to investigate all of  theses crimes 
with the assistance of  other law 
enforcement agencies.  The Nags 
Head Community Information 

Exchange will quickly share 
information such as this.  
It is my hope that this new 
program will establish an open line 
of  communication between the 
Police Department and the  Nags 
Head community. I anticipate that 
through this program, participants 
will respond to our emails with 
valuable information or tips that 
could help us solve crimes.  

For this program to become a vital 
tool, we need your involvement. If  
you are interested in participating 
in the Nags Head Community 
Information Exchange or have 
any questions, contact me at 
252-441-6386 or kevinbrinkley@
townofnagshead.net.

Keep Current With the Police Department’s 
New Email Program 
KKeeeepp CCuurrrreenntt WWiitthh tthhee PPoolliiccee DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt’’ss



NAGS HEAD Lines Page 5

batch. So, soiled paper products 
should defi nitely be kept out of  the 
recycling bin, but slightly dirty glass, 
plastic and metal containers are just 
fi ne.

Batteries
Any type of  battery that contains 
metal is recyclable. According to 
Call2Recycle, most batteries are 
named for the type of  metal they 
contain (lead-acid, nickel-cadmium, 
etc.). The more harmful the metal 
that’s present, the more likely you’ll 
be able to fi nd a recycler because of  
state and federal laws.

Many battery retailers will also 
accept them for recycling. This 
includes both automotive and 
household batteries. You can also 
fi nd mail-in programs that allow 
you to collect batteries over time 
and send them in all at once. You’ll 
want to properly prepare batteries 
prior to recycling, otherwise they 
could explode during shipping.

Once batteries are collected, any 
acids are drained for reuse, metals 
are reprocessed for recycling into 
new products and plastic casings are 
melted down and recycled into new 
plastics. - Lori Brown, Earth911

Note-for questions regarding non-
standard recyclables, call Nags Head 
Public Works at 252-441-1122.

I Didn’t Know That Was Recyclable!
Continued from page 2  

Septic Tank Inspection and Pumping 
Program Currently Underway Until 
May 31, 2010

It is almost that time of  
year when a majority of  
home owners in Nags 
Head start planning their 
annual home maintenance 
and spring cleaning before the 
summer season comes. Why not 
have your septic system inspected 
to ensure it’s ready and maintained 
for your peace of  mind?

The Septic Health Initiative 
encourages homeowners, through 
incentives and educational resources 
to have their septic systems 
inspected and pumped out (if  
needed) on a regularly scheduled 
basis. 

Why pay someone for an inspection 

or unneeded maintenance when 
conventional septic system check-
ups in Nags Head are free? Tank 
pump outs are also eligible for a 
$30.00 water bill credit. 
The Initiative also offers low-
interest loans for the repairs of  
malfunctioning conventional 
systems. 

Contact Todd Krafft at 252-449-
6047 or email him at Krafft@
townofnagshead.net to fi nd out 
more about Nags Head’s Septic 
Health Initiative.

Andrew Lakin isn’t easily spooked, 
which is a good thing. Why? Because 
he spent last fall crawling through 
Nags Head’s mysterious places - its 
cemeteries. 

Andrew, an environmental studies 
major at the University of  North 
Carolina – Chapel Hill, worked as an 
intern for the Town through UNC’s 
study abroad program. His task - to 
survey the cemeteries located on 
Town owned property in Nags Head 

Woods. His goal - gather as much 
information as possible about the 
cemeteries and the people buried in 
them. In December 2009, Andrew 
presented his fi ndings to the Board 
of  Commissioners. In addition,  
he produced a fi nal report, which 
will be useful to the Town in 
future matters concerning these 
cemeteries. Call Nags Head Town 
Hall at 252-441-5508 if  you would 
like to see the report. 

UNC Intern Studies Nags Head’s Cemeteries 
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Sanitation Collection Schedule
Residential
East Route
Properties south of  NC 12/1243 intersection (Whalebone Junction), properties 
located on NC 12, and properties south of  MP 11.5/Old Nags Head Place that 
lie between NC 12 and US 158 

Summer Schedule (Begins 3rd Monday in May)  Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday - Collection begins 3 a.m. 
Winter Schedule (Begins last Monday in September) Monday and Friday - Collection begins 5 a.m. 

West Route 
Properties west of  US 158, properties north of  MP 11.5/
Old Nags Head Place that lie between NC 12 and US 158, and properties accessed from US 64/264   

Same Schedule All Year Tuesday and Friday - Collection begins 5 a.m. (winter) and 3 a.m. (summer)

Please roll out carts facing the street the day prior to collection day and back to the house on collection day. 
Having a special event and need to rent extra carts? 
Call Public Works, 252-441-1122.

Commercial 
Summer Schedule (Begins 3rd Monday in May)
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday - Collection 
begins 3 a.m.  
Winter Schedule (Begins last Monday in September)

 Monday and Friday - Collection begins 5 a.m. 

Bulk Item/Brush Drop 
Off/Collection

Bulk items/brush can be dropped off  throughout 
the year at the Town’s collection site at 2211 Lark 
Avenue, across from Public Works 

Site hours are: 
Monday, Thursday, and Saturday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

From October 1 through April 30, the Town will 
collect bulk items from your curb by appointment.  
Call Nags Head Public Works at 252-441-1122 for 
more information. Brush is collected throughout the 
year. 

RECYCLING INFORMATION

Curbside Collection
Curbside recycling is provided by Outer Banks Hauling 
(252-480-6699). For $7.45/month, Outer Banks Hauling will 
provide a recycling container in which to place your recyclables.  
The container will be emptied every Tuesday.  Outer Banks Hauling 
offers a seasonal service (3 month minimum contract) for residential 
properties that may not need recyclable collection all year. 

Town Collection Points
Open 24 hours/day

Nags Head Town Hall • 
Nags Head Public Works • 
Huron St. Public Beach Access • 
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Town Manager 
 Cliff  Ogburn
Finance Offi cer
 Kim Kenny
Fire Chief
 Hugh “Butch” Osborne
Planning and Development Director
 Tim L. Wilson

Town Boards and Committees

Board of Commissioners
Mayor Bob Oakes, Mayor Pro Tem Wayne Gray, 
Doug Remaley, Anna Sadler, and M. Renée Cahoon

Planning Board
Chair Robert Edwards, Susie Walters, Carl “Pogie” 
Worsley, Angelina Lowe, Clyde Futrell, Tom Haddon, 
Marvin Demers, and Alternate Barbara Gernat

Board of Adjustments
Chair Jack Cooper, Vice-Chair Margaret Suppler, 
Alvin Hibbs, Susan Boncek, Alternates Bob Muller, 
Matt Whelan, John Mascaro, and Bobby Gentry

www.townofnagshead.net

Note
Serve your community by volunteering for a Town board or committee. Applications are kept on fi le for consideration by the Board of    
Commissioners when vacancies occur. If  interested, please call the Town Clerk at 252-449-2009 or obtain an application from     
www.townofnagshead.net.

Municipal Complex Information

 Public Information
  5401 S. Croatan Highway
  Administration, Finance/Tax, Water Billing, Planning/  
  Development 
  Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
  252-441-5508, Email:  info@townofnagshead.net

Police
 Emergency    9-1-1
 Non Emergency 252-473-3444
 5401 S. Croatan Highway
 Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 252-441-6386, Fax 252-441-7335
 Email:  police@townofnagshead.net

Fire and Ocean Rescue 
 Emergency    9-1-1
 Non Emergency 252-473-3444
 Fire Station 16, 5314 S. Croatan Highway
  24 Hours, 252-441-5909, Fax 252-441-8268
 Fire Station 21, 8806 S. Old Oregon Inlet Road
  24 Hours, 252-441-2910, Fax 252-441-3978
 Email:  fi re@townofnagshead.net

Personnel Grievance Panel
John Ratzenberger; Perry White; and George Barnes

Citizens Advisory Committee
Chair John Ratzenberger, Vice-Chair Russell Lay, 
Susan Boncek, John White; Dennis Mabe; Marty 
Moore, Suzanne Tate, Toni Parker, and C. Patrick 
Pritchard

Dangerous Animal Appeal Board
Bob Oakes, Perry White, Bobby Gentry, Jeffrey 
Ackerman

 Public Works
  2200 Lark Avenue
  Public Facilities Maintenance, Sanitation, Fleet Maintenance,  
  Water Distribution and Operations
  Monday - Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
  252-441-1122
  Email:  publicworks@townofnagshead.net

Police Chief
 Kevin Brinkley
Public Works Director
 Dave Clark
Town Clerk
 Carolyn F. Morris
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Town Meeting Calendar
Agendas for Board of  Commissioners meetings are published in advance in The Coastland Times.  All meetings 
will be held in the Board Room unless otherwise specifi ed.  Agenda and background material for the Board of  
Commissioners meetings can be found on the Town’s web site at www.townofnagshead.net.

Board of  Commissioners
Meets the fi rst Wednesday of  each month at 9 a.m. An ad-
journed session is held the third Wednesday of  each month 
at 7:30 p.m. when the Board has a need to hold a second 
meeting during the month. Meeting dates are subject to 
change in the event of  a confl ict (though this occurs rarely) 

Planning Board
Meets the third Tuesday of  each month (except in De-
cember when they meet the second Tuesday instead) at 
3:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Meeting dates are subject to 
change in the event of  a confl ict (though this occurs rarely).

Board of  Adjustments
Meets the second Thursday of  each month at 9 a.m. in the 
Board Room when there is a case to be heard by them.

Community Watch
Meets the second Tuesday of  every other month (January, 
March, May, and October) at 7 p.m. in the Police Training 
Room. Call the Police Department at 252-441-6386 for meet-
ing times for the August and December meetings. 

Dangerous Animal Appeal Board
Meets as needed in the Board Room.

Citizens Advisory Committee
Meets as needed in the Board Room. 

Personnel Grievance Panel
Meets in the Board Room on an as-needed basis when a griev-
ance is referred to them.


